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REAL ESTATE AND
BUILDING NEWS

The Skies Bright and
Brightening; Lots of
Business on Ahead.

MONEY EASIER;
ACTIVE INQUIRY

The Agents Smile and Look
Happy, Although Sales Are
Not Blissfully Large.Build-
ing Operations in Suburbs
Being Rushed.Otterburn

Springs Sold.

"The r'.'il estate skies arc hrlghten-
Inc every day, and While 1 am no

prophet or the son of a prophet. 1 dare
to predict that this Is going to he one
of the best years the reul estate agentsend the men who buy property for in¬
vestment have known for a decade."

So spoke an enthusiastic seller 01
dirt ami renter of bouses yesterday. 1
hardly know what a real estate sky Is,lor no two things can oc much farther
apart than real estate and 'be sky, but,
that Is what he .aid, and as many as a
dozen others had remarks of Hie same'
general character to make as the man
wandered along their beats.

.itisl exactly what has placed so
many agents In such good humor and
gotten them so optimistic Just at this
time did not appear on the surface, tor
there were no very large sales duringthe past week, and so fur....er inquirywas made. The answers to Interro¬
gatories leftve the Impression that meli directions. In the city proper, it,.the suburbs and out In the acreageregions, there has been marked Inquirythe past ween and the Inquiry on the
X'art of home builder:-, investors and¦would-be farmer* is of that earnest andserious kind as to readily Indicate tothe practiced eye of the average realestate agent that Inquirers really meanbusiness and have determined to investthis good year, even If they are notin a hurry about closing up deals.

Financiers k-iay n iiuDli.There can be but little If any doubtof the fact that tills Increased and -le-cldedly more earnest Inquiry is duelargely If not entirely to a notlceabl.loosening up In the money market.,that Is. that part of the market that intimes gone by sought to make loans on'real estate security and thus to en¬courage house anil home building.One of the Eleventh .Street agentsspoke of the financial situation atterthis manner: 'Ninety days ago. when;the bankers, and others who had outloans on realty, ehut down and madeno more, and on top of that lookedeour at the fellow whose paper wasfalling due and Insisted on payment infull or as neur to Mn full' as the dis¬tressed borrower could come, there was!naturally something ,,f it scare."That sourtiens seems now to lie athing of the past, and the 'shut down-nan been decidedly lifted. What Ismore, we are nut going to- hear ofthese things any more this year. Take1It from me, my dear fellow traveieito eternity, that explains the brightumiles you have this good day .I,.eerycd on the glowing face's of themen who buy and sell Utchmorid eartafor the folks who are ready with thecoin sufficient to pay the commissions,etc."
Further inquiry convinced nie that!any IClcventh Street friend was deadright, and should I write a page on thereal estate situation as it looks to-day.3 could not explain the brightness anyVetter, certainly no more satisfactorily.Ijthah that.

Many Small Stiles.
It Is true that the sales actuallyconsummated during the week JustClosed have not been very large.thatIs. no very large deals have beenclosed: but a great many small oneshave gone to record, uiul the aggre¬gate, If nil the small sales were shownforth in this column, would show upcfulte handsomely. The sales that were

mad.: were In all parts of tht city and
In the suburbs, and the Increased in¬
quiry alluded to above was likewise'of a general character.

One firm tell- me of the sale of 500
feet of ground in tht Battle Abbey
region, and considerable vacant prop-
t-rly. Including four lots, with houses
on them, in the western part of theiiilty, from about the I7uu block oii-
iward towards '.tie setting sun. for air
k)f which the sum of $26,000 was raked
In. This firm was Amos ..v I'olndcxter.

J. Thompson Brown & Co., Rlcheson
e> Crutchnold, Green Itedd, Golsan

\\St Nash. Harrison Si Hates. Flam A,'¦Funsten. W. li. Purcell, Jr., Co. and
some others tell me of numerous small
sales that were made, and the men who
lnake a specially of suburban property
'also report much inquiry and a few
Bales of lots to home makers,

Xew IIroom Sweeps Well,
I,. W. Harris, who bus been an on¬

looker of the real estate business for
<|iiite ft while, has branched out as a

full-fledged agent, with license as of
Hate December 12, and opened an office
ein 1110 13a st Main Street. Since the
Bate of the lice.ise Mr. Harris has had
no complaints to make of his reception
In the ranks. He tells ine of these
Bales within the past month:
He sold for T. !¦'. Green six brick

fouses on West Marshall Street for;
18,500; for Baldicci & Marchettl, two

half 'blocks on Stuart Avenue, for
»31.280; for W. .1. Crump, a brick res¬
idence on West Grace Street, for $7.000 S
Tor H S. WnHerste!P. a half block in
jtbe Battle Abbey region, for $1-1.90«»,L apartment House on West Main fot
h". F. Green, for 111,000, and somo

Smaller properties.
Here Is a good, sign of the times

about which 1 was told yesterday: A
man who lives quite a ways from
Richmond, anil who has In hand a
oodlv amount of fiduciary mgoney be-
onglng to small children, and who!
.anted to Invest the same safely and
rofltablv. had bc-en rending this page,
nil came to Richmond three weeks ago
o look for himself, Since bis arrival.,
hp to last week, he bad invested
»5,030 in eooA, rentable property In
(nrloiia parts of the city, for the ben-
'fit of the little children, one firm acti¬
ng him a Store on Seventeenth Street,
wo dwellings on North First antl one

.H¦^fTcontlnuca on SrtopaS-SV-eo.).

RICHMOND'S MODERN WHOLESALE CENTRE
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THE SOUTHLAND
DAIRY INDUSTRY

Some Good Work Uncle Sam Is
Doing in Nine Southern

States.

TEACHING DAIRY BUSINESS

A Black Eye Given to "Cream-
cry Promoter;-".Real Cream-;
cries Follow Much Dairying.

UY FRANK S. W00O50X,
From the annual report of the chief

bf tin- buroau of animal industry of
the Agricultural Department at wash-
Ington comes the gratifying informa¬
tion that the dairy industry Is grow¬
ing in Bevcral of the Southern States.Including Virginia and North Carolina,
perhaps more rapidly than in other
sections It may be that the rapidgrowth in thl» section of mis Import¬
ant Interest Is more noticeable from
the fact that there has been so much
room for growth, but the chief of the
bureau does not say so.

It may not be generally known that
the United States government Is spend¬ing considerable money to help the
people along in the dairy 'ndustry, but
It Is In his report the chief says:

Splendid Object LCMSUtiil.
"The Southern Held woik for the>1ev< lopmenl :.nd Improvement of thedairy industry, which has been con-tinned along the same general lines as

reported in previous years, Is now In
progress in nine States, namely: Ala-
bama, Georgia, Maryland. Mississippi,North Carolina. South Catollna. Ten¬
nessee. Texas and Virginia. Usuallybut one man works In a Stale, and de¬
votes ills time largely to individual
dairymen located at different sections,the object being to assist one dairymanin a locality to operate his dairy in a
throughly proiHable manner; therebyproviding an object lesson for the bene¬
fit of the locality One the whole, this
work has been very successful. It has
not only done much In the way of
demonstrating the possibilities of dairy¬ing In the South, hut It has also demon¬
strated a most practicable system of
developing the dairy industry to takeadvantage of those possibilities."

States Come to Work.
The report goes on to say that In allof the nine States named local instl-

tut Ions, such I presume, as the Vir¬ginia Polytechnic Institute, the Miller
School, etc.. are giving Increased at¬
tention 10 ttje good work of Instruc¬
tion and demonstration, and it Is fully
expected that in time these institutions
and the agricultural departments o?
the States will take over the work en¬
tirely, thus enabling the government
to transfer its aid and its helpers to
other States that arc father behind the
times in the dairy industry. North
Carolina, so the report says, is provid¬
ing funds quite liberally, and Virginia
is chipping in right, handsomely.
The following are some of the parti¬

cular linos of work In progress, as
explained fti the chief's voluminous re-
port: Herd improvement, and econom¬ical feeding; furnishing plans for dairy
bants, silos, dairy houses, etc., and giv¬
ing advice in their erection; assisting
In tlie organization of dairy nnd llvo
stock associations; improving city milksupplies; assisting in short courses of
dairy Instruction and in meetings and
in fairs; oversight of creamery or-
ganlzation, etc.

Things Accomplished,
The chief sums up some Of the good

work done in the nine Southern States
in which his uivislon has had its agents
and assistants and lecturers. He says:

"I Hiring the year record:: of tlfty-
sevon herds containing 364 cows wcro
kcpC by dairymen In the South under
the supervision of the lilty division,
and In addition a number of dairy¬
men.In one State as ninnv as thirty-
live.nave bJen conductinr herd re¬
cords without the assistance of the
Held men. One man keeping records
under the Instruction of the field
agent reduced the cost of milk produc¬
tion from $1 -3 1 to Dil cents per hundred
pounds, a saving of nearly one-half.
"The use of purebred bull comes as

an Immediate result of the. herd re¬
cords, and field workers during tho
past year have been able to Induce
twenty dairymen to buy purebred bulls.
They have also assisted farmers In the
purchase of good dairy stock to replace
the unprofitable cows of their herds.

Value of Silos.
"Fifty silos have been built in the

¦Southern States during the past your
as a result of the work of the dairy
division. On account of tlie perman¬
ency of tho concroto construction that

NEW INDUSTRIES
OF THE PAST WEEK
Developmental Announcements

From Various Sections
of South.

[Special to The Times-Dispatch.]
Baltimore, January It,.Among the

Southern Industrial and other develop-mental enterprises announced in this
Keek's Issue of the manufacturers'
Record are the lollowlng:
Durham Coal Ä-. Iron Co., Chatte-

.to«g,i. Tonn., completed its workingorganization for the development of
the vurious coal mining propertiesheretofore announced: properties in¬
clude about 61.000 acres,, with an an¬
nual output of 500.000 tons of coal, and
this will be Increased to an ultimate
output of 1,000.000 tons; the- company's
capitalization is $1°,000,0.10.

f'jur States Coal & Coke Co.. Pitts-
burg, completed its merger with the
Big Coal Co.. and the Annabelle Coal
& Coke Co., of Annabelle. \V. Va-. and
now controls over 20.000 acres of coal
land, mining plants equipped for a
dally output of 11,$00 tons of coal, etc.;
this merger previously announced as
planned and Is a $10,000,000 proposi¬tion.
Charles Page, Tulsa, Okla., and as¬

sociates are planning the organization
of a $250,300 company to build a Port¬
land cement pUnt.
McGregor Co., Charleston, W. Va.,

was chartered with $300,000 capital
stock to develop 5,000 acres of coal
land.

Florida Ice & Coal Co., Jacksonville,
Fla., was Incorporated with $100,(.
capital stock to build an Ice plant of
titty tons dally capacity.
Consumers' Ice Co., Birmingham, Ala.,

was incorporated with $lt>o,000 capital
stock to build an Ice plant with a
daily capacity of 203 tons.
Morris Iron Works. Frederick, Md.

was Incorporated with $175,000 capitalstock.
Ml. VertTon Knitting Co, Baltimore.]Md., was Incorporated with $20,000 cap-ital stock to establish a hosiery mill.
Kentucky River llurdwood Co., Jack¬

son Ivy., was Incorporated with $.'!00,-
000 capital stock, and will cut. In its
mills, the timber from 2S.ooo acres of
land.
San nenito Pu^tr Manufacturing Co.,

San Benito. Tex., was incorporated to
build a $|iiO,0">0 s'^gar mill.
Shawnee Development Co., Shnwnee,

Okla., arranged to organize a $'-'50,-
000 company to build a cotton mill of
10,000 spindles and 800 looms.
Railway Brake Shoe Co., Mouttds-

vlllo, W. Va., awarded contract for
$16,000 buildings for Its plant to man¬
ufacture railway brake shoos, and is
having the special machinery equip¬
ment built.
Warrior Black Creek Coal Co., One-

onta, Ala., was Incorporated with $50.-
003 capital stock to develop coal prop¬
erties.

Western Power ft Irrigation Co.
Mountain View. Okla.. announced its
plan to develop various waterpowers
with 12.000-horse power available; It
Is now nrrangtng to construst the llrst
plant on the AVashlta River to fur¬
nish fiSO-horsc power.
Thomas I,. Means and Leslie Symmes,

San Francisco, Cnl., will arrange at
once for reclamation of the 305.000
ncres of mtirsh land they purchased
some time ago in Cnmeron parish,
Donlslnna.
Sllonm Springs Cold Storage & Ice

Manufacturing Co., Sllonm Springs.
Ark., are planning to build n plant to
replace that recently burned nt a loss
of $250.001).
Davidson Chemical Co., Baltimore,

Md.. has made all contracts for build¬
ings and machinery costing about $400,«
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SCB SK IN THE HIP. ORDERS DEPARTMENT.

LEAF TOBACCO SALES;
HEAVY DELIVERIES

Burley Goods From Virginia, West Virginia,Ohio and Kentucky.Farmers Sold at Satis-
factory Prices.Markets Closed

Very Firm. I
The seasonable weather, seasonable

for the proper handling of leaf tobac¬
co, whether fresh frbm the barn or*
faken from the hogsheads and pack-
ages. If not seasonable for some othet
things, crowded all of the Virginia
markets with the seductive weed last
week. From all sections come reports
of heavy breaks.

In Richmond the sales at the loose
leaf warehouses commenced Monday
morning, and until late In the after¬
noon of Friday the song of the auc¬
tioneer was constantly heard. During
all of this time the buyers, and all
of the Richmond houses were repre¬
sented on the floors, were active bid¬
ders, and notwithstanding the large de¬
liveries there was apparently no weak¬
ening of the market at any time and
no slacking up in prices paid for all
stocks that were In good order and
otherwise desirable. Indeed. I tic market
closed on Friday somewhat stronger
than It opened on Monday, 'here being
fractional advances along about Thurs¬
day on several types of the leaf, and
this advance was maintained to the end
of the week.

The Burley Sales.
Monday was Burley day. that Is the

Burley had the preference, although
a largo quantity of sun-cured and other
darks goods that had come in by the
railways was sold. There were also
large sales of Burley on two other days
of the week. Altogether fully 1,256,001)
pounds of loose leaf was disposed of
on the warehouse floors, ami It Is
probable that 250,000 pounds of this
was of the Burley type. All Of this
Burley did not come from Virginia
farm's or Virginia dealers; in fact, the
most of It came from West Vlrglntn
and Ohle, and some of it from Kcn-
lucky.

The firowcrs Were Plensed.
The hundreds of farmers who came

with their wagons and saw their sun-
cured leaf sold wore pleased with the
figures they obtained, and well they
might be. for the manufacturers of
Richmond and the representatives of
manufacturers of other towns who have
buyers on the market were eager for
first class stock of the best chewing
tobacco on earth when they found it
In good order lind of the quality to
suit their purposes, and on all such
goods they bid as If they were In dead
earnest and never a pile, of the leaf
went begging.
The warchoüsmen look for equally as

large deliveries for next week's auc-
tlon sales, and with Saturday for a
cleaning up day, they have the Doors
ready for It.
.The trade in hogshead stocks was a

little slow, but there Is considerable
Inquiry for bright wrappers and for all
kinds of tillers.

Milium Tobacco Morkrt.
fSpoclnl to The Tlnios-Dispatch.1Dillwyn, \'u.. January H..Notwithstand¬

ing the bank (allure of >, few weeks agothe tobnoro tn.uk. at this place Is dollar
an tinmen** business. Although ther* Is net
a bank nenr tho place, the people bringtholr tobacco In Dillwyn.and carry lioinn Ilia
ensh. hcrntiso of the fart that ManagerMcfJehen receives his money by express fromKlchmnnd and other points for the purposeof paying the fnnner who brings his to¬bacco.
Sales have been heavy, rcsiilt.liut from Ihn

lino season recently. Prices bnva kept upwell durlnR tho month.

Knichhurir Tobacco Market.
[Special to The Tlinco-Dispatch. Jtiyncnburir. Va January a.~John D.

Oglesby, of tho l.ynchburg Tobacco Ware¬
house- Couii>«ny, .(Inc.), rnty'trj Ihn JpUojviag.

report of tobacco sold on tho Lynehburtrmarket.
bold week ending January 0. 175.301 pounds;sold neck .lading January 13, ail.IOO pounds;Increase this week, 733.0GO pounds. Sold fromSeptember 1, 19», to January 13, 1311. Uli;-<X«1 pounds
Retelpia this week were heavy, but tn«tobacco was handled easily without thenbaths a Blut.
All grades worn In splendid demand atprices thai gave general satisfaction, ttnigenera! avri'nge being higher than the cor¬responding week last year.Oood sales are cxpeeie-d next week. Mar¬ket quotations:

I.tigs, common.S s » 'ö I i.V!I.ugs. good. 6.00 g 7.T3Leaf, t-ommon. 6 00 Gi 7.r,0Leaf, medium. 7.M 'S' S.efLeaf, good. S.60 fj 1I.7.SI..-af. fine. U.7S <Sr 11.01Leaf, wrapper». 16.00 it.Ot

Danville Tobacco Report.[Special to The TImes-Dilpatch.]Danville, Vn.. January II.The sales havetieen moderately Urge this w.-ek. lasting un¬til about noon each day. The quality Masnot been 1- good as th.i average of the crop,and a much larger proportion of commontobacco lias been sold this week than usualWrappers of the. better grades and withcolor have been particularly scarce, Thocondition of the offerings lias been soft, andbad order has been n general complaint.Prices have not been nltocether steady,anil some grades, particularly common to¬baccos, have at times shown an easier ten¬dency, flood to tine bright tillers and etil-ters continue firm and In strong demand.;Th« seasonable weather now prevailingpromises unusually heavy receipts for thonext few weeks.
A moderate business has been done In re-drled tobaccos, but general business withdomestic manufacturers Is rather quiet.

Bedford City Tobacco Market.
[Special to The. Times-Dispatch. ]Bedford City. Va.. January H.The warmhumid atmosphere, of the week has beenadmirably adapted to the handling of to¬bacco, and the breaks have been very good.About ..tCO.f-ofi pounds have been sold at thetwo warehouses, for which the two hankshave cashed checks approximating JP.'^O.Fur the first lime this season lots of tinedark wrappers hive been marketed, soin«of which commanded $?'. per 10" pounds.J, \V. Johnson, of the southslde t)f thecounty, sold a lot of 2,131 pounds for 13IS.37,making np average price per 1«0 of JP1.pi.("!. n. Johnson, of the i-amo locality) sold2.13'. pounds for I253.K.

With tile same favorable weather condi¬tions heii\y br<:ik« may be expected eachweek until the close of the season.As an evidence of the prosperous conditionof the planiert In ftedfnrd. a cashier of oneof the banks remarked, much ie.-s monoywas borrowed now than for years past

Kenbrldge Tobacco Market.[Special to The Times-Dispatch,
Kent.ridge. vn.. January ll..The Kenhrldg<lot.H.-r.i market Is again running full blastTin- offering* for the pnsl w.-ek have beenvery heavy, owing to the warm weatherthat luih prevailed. About 300.OW pounds havebeen marketed since the hoiidavs. ami theprices have been very satisfactory. It Isthought that about SO per cent, of the cropIn this section has been sold.

AppomattoY Tobacco Market.Appomattox. Va., January 14..The tobacco|sales were the largest hero thin week Inthe history of tob-icco j.ales of this place.107,UM pounds having been sold yesterday.The prices were very satisfactory, averagelots ranging from Jfi.'.O to 510. tll.JS 1U-.50,and some for $31. Onc-liiilf million pOUlidsmore have been sold so far than at mine'
time Inst year. The farmers seem to be wellsatisfied with tho prices. >

Rocky Mount Toluteco Market.
[Special to The Times-Dispatch.]

Rocky Mount N. C., January 11..lt"eelpis
of tobacco have been much lighter than ex¬
pected this week, a little tecs than 100.000
pounds.-farmers evidently inking advantage
of the good open Weather to do other much-
needed .'nun work rnther than Ii grade
tobacco. ConsMorlhs the fa.-t that many
lire cleaning their b*nls and selling (holt
last loads, the muilltv of the l.-af offered i«
hitter than expected, there being a good
proportion of good serviceable lohaoeo« offer¬
ed Hits week. Prices remain firm, and are
ns high on most all grades as thoy Uav«
boen auy tlmo this season. I

Will Build First Warship Ever
Laid Down for China in

This Country.
New Tork. January 14..The New

York Shipbuilding- Company, of Cnm-
deii; N. J., builders of the Dreadnoughts
Utah and Arkansas, have the contract
for butlding the first Chinese man-of-
war ever laid down in this country.
The ship Is tl he a cruiser of the sec¬
ond class, to cost something more than
11,000,000. The Bethlehem Steel Com¬
pany, of South Bethlehem, Pa., will
supply the guns and armor.
News of the contract, which had

been kept a secret by the shipbuilding
company, enme to New York from
Japan. The rumor that an Americanshipbuilding company wan to competeWith the .Tnpnnese and English shipyards In the building of the new navyfor China was of sufficient importancefor a government, organ in Tokio to
feature In Its news, adding that the
report was as yet unverified.
An official of the New York Ship¬building Company, at 12 Broadway,verified the report, which had so In¬

terested Tokio, and he added that there
was good reason to believe now that
tills country would be permanently 'n
the Held as a competitor of England
and Japan in furnishing the munitions
for China's defense. China has ar¬
ranged to spend a great sum of money
on its new navy, and the contract for
the cruiser, which the Camden yardshave obtained, Is among the first that
Hie Chinese government has let In Its
new naval expenditures.

Award Follows Prince'* Visit.
The award of the cruiser to the

New York Shipbuilding Company fol¬lowed directly upon the visit here last
summer of Prince Tsal Hsun, the uncle
of the Infant Kmperor of China, andthe bend of the reorganized Chinese
navy. With the prince was AdmiralShah, the real brains of the navy.The new cruiser Is to he of the sameclass as the one the contract for which
has iust heefi given to an Englishshipbuilding tirm. it will be betweent.000 and 5,000 tonnage, of high speed,and equipped with cl^ht and six-inch
guns, besides the lighter battery ofrapid drers.

The letting Of the contract to anAmerican firm particularly interests
Japan, for the Kawasaki DockyardsCompany, of Kobe, a private firm, andthe largest shipbuilders in Japan, hadhitherto shared exclusively with Eng¬land the trade In Chinese ships ofwar. England has been the builder ofwhatever large cruisers the Chinesennvy possesses

It was said In one shipbuilding com-pnny'a ofiiee to-day that the award¬ing of the contract for the cruiser's
guns and armor to the BethlehemSteel Company presaged further or-ders of the same material In the fu¬ture. Charles M. Schwab met PrinceTsal Hsun when he landed In SanFrancisco last September. and theprince traveled with Mr. Schwab in illsprivate car during his entire tour ofthe country.

TirE TEXAS STOCK MELON AflAlN,

¦More About the Wonderful Product Thai
Furnishes Green Food All Winter.

Last week 1 published a >ncr from <~i D
Poreno. of Newton. Tex clvlng the parti¬
cular? of a new kind of melon, which has
been named by tlio few Texas farmers who
hove crown tt successfully the "Texas Stork
Melon." nnd nmnnc other rnmments nuide
by me was1 one to the effect that the tm1iisirt.il
Section editor bad written to Mr. Perego for
further Information, ami thni In due tlm.vthere might he anQthor chapter on the sub¬ject. Mr. Perege'a reply in my queries l>as follows:
"The melon Is from one and n half tothreü hu hei In length; the color variesfrom light to dark green: it is in no wayrelated to iho pumpkin. This melon willthrive on any kind of land that Is not toowet. baud should be broken ten lachesdeep. The hTTls should he ten feet e.ic'u wayand two vines crown from each hill. Theseed should be planted from April 10 to May15; Give shallow cultivation. A pini nf cot¬tonseed meal or a shovel full t,r well-rottedmanure to the hill Is the only fertilizingrequired.
"The fruit should h<> gathered late Inthe fall, so a« to give all necessary time forthorough maturing, and then the melonsshould ho stored, not piled In heaps, butplaced In single layers freezing rtooi hothurl them If they are sioie.l In Iho shade.
"In addition to the value of this melon

as a. green feed for eattIO sheep and fowlsfor the winter, when properly prepared and
.rooked, they make the ilne«t ,.f plea and ft
magnificent sauce/'
Thus writes Mr. Perego. and b-> renews

his proposition to send n few *.1 !¦. anyVirginia farmer who «wie:;, to experiment
with this wonderful melon if sc.,I farmerwill se,.t him 1 «eif-nddre*»pd ma propertystamped package or envelop; that hi, ho will
do fr. «» lone as his'supplj Sims, tils ad¬
dress Is as above.
Now that U all I knew about tho Taxas

.took, matou. S. W.

Landmarks Removed to
Make Room for Big
Wholesaling Houses.

MILES SHOE CO. IN
CENTRE OF CENTRE

Anything From Toothpicks to
Steam Engines Found by Re¬
tail Merchants in the Great
Jobbing Territory.Miles's
Fine Goods Shoe House

in New Home.

by rn.vxiv s. wnonsoN,
Industrial Editor.

The average citizen of Rlchrnonü
who catches from day to day but a:
glimpse of what is going on around
him. has only a faint Idea of the enor¬

mous Quantity of goods of all kinds
this good old town sells to the outside
world. Even those people who are not
directly Interested in the Jobbing and
wholesaling business, but who yet love
to boast of this city's commercial and
Industrial greatness would be sur¬
prised should they analyze the tacts
and figures concerning the wholesale
business done here and study the map
to learn the vast territory the Rich¬
mond Jobbers and their army of com¬
mercial tourists cover. They would be
yet more surprised upon further ana¬
lyzing the facts and figures to lcavn
how this wholesaling and Jobbing busl-
less in all lines lias increased in
volume, and enlarged In scope, and
spread out over new territory within
the past five or six years.

Eyes Thnt Were Opened.
Two or three years ago. when the

Industrial lection gave out the tact
that Richmond stood sixth among the
cities of the United States as a shoe
lobbing market, the homo readers worn
astonished. Later the grocery tlguros
and tho dry goods figures and the drug
llgures and all the other llgures that
the Industrial Section dug out from
the actual sales accounts, were sur¬
prising to those who had not taKen
thought of the matter. However, tho
people, or at least the merchants all
over the Southland, know something of
Richmond's greatness as a Jobbing
point, for the drummer boys have keptthem posted and given them the rea¬
sons why. Some of those reasons maybe mentioned.

L nsmrpnsHcd -«dvontogea.
In the first plnco Richmond Is well

situated geographically and Is pre¬
eminently the gate city to the South.
With its six trunk lines of railway,going in all directions, and Us grandold James River carrying ships and
steamboats to and from the sea. Its
shipping facilities are superior to thosaof any Southern city.

Its banking facilities arc far aheadof those of any city of its size in the
country, and then the Intelligent busi¬
ness foresight, the untiring energy andthe splendid industrial and commercialpride, to say nothing of the laudabledesire to excel and get rich of tha
men engaged in the wholesale busi¬
ness in all of Its varied branches Inthis city, are the other factors whichwithin the past few years have- madeRichmond, commercially speaking; the
gate city to the South, atij one of tho
most extensive jobbing centres amongthe cities of its size in all of tho coun¬
try.

A Great Jobbing Centre.
There are many people Pi Richmond

who are yet considered quite youngvilli» well remember the eld ExchangeHotel and tho territory In which It
Stood If a very old man who haa
not been to Richmond In thirty or more
years, but used to come here In the
olden time and "put up" at the old Ex¬
change and have such Jolly times and
see so many distinguished people at
that famous hlstlery, should come here
now and lake a walk around the neigh¬
borhood he would think h». had been
mysteriously transferred to another
land. He would miss the old hotel,
he would miss the famous bridge across
Franklin Street that connected the
Exchange and the Ballard, he would
miss everything that he suw there In
bygone days, and In the!;- places ho
would look upon rnommoth wholesale
houses and big and busy business es¬
tablishments of many kinds as far as
his eye could reach, even if he were
yanked Up to an elevated position.lie would Indeed bo surprised when
the truth should be explained to him,
for If n prophet of good Standing had
come along here thirty rears ago when
my Imaginary old visitor of to-day used
t.. "put up" as the Exchange, or had
come even tlfteen years ago. and an¬
nounced that that part of tho city
which may be bounded as from the
[Chesapeake and ohlo tracks and sta-
tlon along Fifteenth Street on tho
east to Twelfth Street ot> tho west,
from Hroad Street on the north to Cary
Street On ihc south, would by thistime become one of the most extensive
and complete wholesaling and jobbing
centres In ill of the Southland, he
would, to say the least of it. have been
put down it's a false prophet.
Prniii n Toothpick I p to an Engine;
Rut that is Just what that territory

Is to-day.one of the most extensive
and complete lobbing centres in the
South I used the word complete ad¬
visedly, for It is a demonstrable fact
(it has often of late been demon¬
strated! that a retail merchant from
any point in the South or anywhere
else who visits Richmond to huy a
varied stock of goods can find In tho
territory outlined above anything that
he can possibly have on his memoran¬
dum tiook, or. as a friend of mine ex¬
pressed It the other day. "any and
everything from a to-ithpick up to a
steam engine." Within that space he
will find wholesale houses that sell
shoes, hats, dry goods, notions, milli¬
nery, drugs, clothing, groceries, hard¬
ware, saddlery and harness, leather, ag¬
ricultural Implements of any and every
klnd. machinery of all sorts, nnd, rn
fact, everything and anything that a
retailer can call for, no matter how-
big or how vailed may be his city,
town, village or country store, r

There was. Of course, a reason,
maybe several of them, for th^'whole-

"^Continued on Laat Tage.)."'


